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if fi 1 | 2 17O yol eo of a Pink almon 


{ ES he Although Alaska salmon grow up in the vast feeding grounds of 
fay the North Pacific, their life cycles begin and end in freshwater. Each 


f f ad species has its own special pattern of living which affects its size 
CRA Het A oho © atmaturity. 
; %q Pinks, for example, are the smallest salmon and spend less than 
° ayear in saltwater. But the mighty kings, who can reach more than 
© _ 120 pounds, may spend five to six years at sea and then travel 2,000 
0 miles up the Yukon to spawn. 
y whe Habits vary, too. Pink and chum fry usually head straight for ; 


© galtwater, while reds and silvers may linger up to three years in 
0 lakes and rivers before moving to the ocean. But all share a life of 
perils — as you will see when you play this game: 
1. Roll a die to move ahead, and follow the instructions in the 
space on which you land. (Or flip a coin: heads move 1 space; tails 
. Move 2 spaces.) 
2. One throw per turn. The first one back to the home stream 
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PARTS OF A SALMON 
1 Hy Some rere rere rere ree ee eee rt ee ee 
H Irregular spots . 
it 1 
Both lobes spotted i 
ie 
Ht Black lower gum \ 
i i 
HI iH 
i | 
i H 
i i 
q HH 
1 a} 
i HH 
i {i 
HT iH 
i Small “il 
i mall dark spots Upper lobe only spotted KI I 
Hl White or gray gum LZ bei pbpe | f 
H , P Ly Average size: 15-40 pounds it 
i TE. ll bene Average lifespan: 4-5 years i 
ye SESE A ae 0 a ie aa 1 
\ es oe || ees & “ Sie H 
iH ~ } * oy —— nee | 
iH : i 
<5 1 
i = ————— y 
—= — f 


WS 
S$ 


_. SILVER or COHO 
aie erage size: 6-12 pounds : 
_ Average lifespan: 24 years . 
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PINK or HUMPBACK a ; | 
Very narrow Average size: 3-7 pounds H 
Average lifespan: 2 years : a i ; 
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RED or SOCKEYE i 
A oe 
Average size: 4-8 pounds HI 
Average lifespan: 4-5 years d i} 
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Alaska is home to five of the seven species (kinds) of il 
Pacific salmon. Kings, silvers and reds range from the HI 
Southeast Panhandle north to Point Hope, while pinks and HH 
chums can be found all the way into the Arctic Ocean as Y 
far east as the Mackenzie River in Canada. The other two \ 
species of Pacific salmon, the masu and biwa, are native i! 
to Japan and Siberia. i 
The salmon are pictured here as they appear in their He 
prime. But they change dramatically when they return to if 
spawn and die in the rivers and streamis of their birth. iH 
Their color turns bright red or splotchy brown and black. i 
Males (especially pinks and reds) develop humps on their i} 
backs, enlarged teeth and hooked noses. It is this last , eS hrs oie Lani Sen ioe i ee ee i. 
feature that gives the salmon genus (group) its scientific Grant Program, cooperatively eupported by the NOAA Ole ot San Grape US 2 Dp af i! 
hame Oncorhynchus (oh-coe-RINK-tis), which cotnes from Tah orcod a month (8 tasues} during the echool year and le distributed tree to all achoola re i ; 
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How the Salmon 


Started Up 
The Rivers 


English adaptation by Henry A. Davis, Kake,. 
from the Tlingit version ‘‘The Salmon Box 
as told by Robert Zuboff, Angoon 


To the Tlingit Indians of Southeast Alaska, salmon was more than 
just a major food item. It also played an important part in their beliefs, 
customs, artwork, and legends. Tlingit clans and house groups felt 
they had special ownership rights to the fish that came to their par- 
ticular stream. And while they had no way of knowing that the salmon 
came back to the exact place where they were spawned, they marvel- 
ed at this regular return. Here is one of their legends about how the 
salmon runs began: 


After the earth’s creation, Raven stole water from 
his best friend on the Hazy Islands. As he flew away 
-_ with a mouthful of water, his friend gave chase. Wher- 
ever Raven dropped a big drop of water, it became a big 


river or a large lake. The smaller drops became smaller 


__ lakes, creeks and streams. But alas, there were no sal- 
----. mon in the inlets, rivers, or creeks. _ : 
re The salmon and other fishes were kept in a house in 


: ass the middle of the Pacific Ocean. These salmon were able 


__. to spawn right in the ocean, so they never came into the 
__. bays and inlets. Only the rich chiefs were able to go out 
____ to the ocean in their big canoes to get some of the salmon 
_ for food. The poorer people were not able to go out, so 
_ they just watched the rich eating the fine salmon. 
Raven soon heard of this and he gave a lot of 
thought to just how he could get the salmon and other 
fish to the bays and inlets. The he heard of another be-- 
ing, Xanaxgatwaayaa, who possessed an octopus-tenta- 
cle staff with supernatural powers. Raven thought, 
“With such powers in a staff, I could latch it to the 
salmon’s house and pull it shoreward.”’ 
_ By means of ‘trickery, Raven got Xanaxgatwaayaa 
to trade his staff for Raven’s bow and arrow. With the 
staff, Raven and his nephew, Crow, made their way to- 


- wards the Alsek River near Yakutat. At the entrance of . 


______ the river, he latched his staff to the salmon house. Raven 
pee struggled with all his might, pulling and tugging, without 
success. 3 

Then Crow urged Raven to sing a song about Xana- 
xgatwaayaa, and when he started to sing he easily 
pulled all of the salmon into the bays and inlets so they 
could go up the rivers to spawn. To this day, the tracks 
of the Raven are at the entrance of Alsek River where he 
struggled to pull in all the salmon. 


(Look at a map of the northern portion of Southeast Alaska 
and find where the Alsek River empties into Dry Bay. Can you’ 
make out Raven’s tracks?) 


This is a century-old totem pole of Fog © 
Woman, Raven’s first wife. Every time 
Fog Woman washed her hands in her 
basket, the story goes, a salmon would 
appear. The totem came from Village © 
Island south of Ketchikan, and can now 
be seen at the Totem Heritage Center in 
Ketchikan. 


Photo courtesy of the Totem Heritage Center 


